(19) 



J 



Europaisches Patentamt 
European Patent Office 
Office europeen des brevets 




(12) 



(88) Date of publication A3: 

13.11.1996 Bulletin 1996/46 

(43) Date of publication A2: 

10.07.1996 Bulletin 1996/28 

(21) Application number: 96300044.3 

(22) Date of filing: 03.01.1996 



(id EP0 721 176 A3 

EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION 

(51) Int CI. 6 : G09F 9/37 



(84) 


Designated Contracting States: 


(72) 


inventor: Sheridon, Nicholas K. 




DE PR GB 




Los Altos, California 94022 (US) 


(30) 


Priority: 03.01. 199S US 368120 


(74) 


Representative: Johnson, Reginald George et al 








Rank Xerox Ltd 


(71) 


Applicant: XEROX CORPORATION 




Patent Department 




Rochester New York 14644 (US) 




Parkway 








Marlow Buckinghamshire SL7 1 YL (G8) 



(54) A display medium 

(57) Sichromal bails (15) have two hemispheres, 
typically one black and one white, each having different 
electrical properties. Each ball (15) is enclosed within a 
spherical shell and then a space between the ball and 
shell is filled with a liquid (14) to form a microsphere so 



that the ball is free to rotate in response to an electrical 
field. The microspheres can then be mixed into a sub- 
strate which can be formed into sheets or can be applied 
to any kind of surface. The result is a film which can form 
an image from an applied electrical field. 
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